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ABOVE : The “ March of Shame ” organised by the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament last Sunday and led by Canon Collins passes through Parlia- 
ment Square on its way to the Soviet Embassy. The march, which started 
with 2,000 people, wound up with 5,000 according to a Press Association 
reporter, 


BELOW : Last Thursday’s sit-down at the approach to the Soviet Embassy, 
organised by the Committee of 100. See back page. 
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NEXT week may well be the most 
significant yet in the history of 
non-violent resistance in Britain. 

The U.S. decision to resume testing 
makes a serious crisis worse still, and 
widespread action is planned and anti- 
cipated, 

On Tuesday, summonses against 50 
members of the Committee of 100 are 
to be heard at Bow Street Court. 
Among those against whom they have 


been issued are Lord and Lady Russell 
and Michael Scott. 


Also on Wednesday Lord Russell, 
Michael Randle, George Clark and Ralph 
Schoenman will appear at Marlborough 
Street Court to answer a summons in con+ 
nection with the use of loud speakers at the 
Committee of 100’s Hyde Park demonstra- 
tion on Hiroshima Day. 


Saturday sees the demonstration at the 
Holy Loch; Sunday the sit-down in Pare 
liament Square. 


Supporting demonstrations are being 
planned in a number of other countries in 
connection with the September 16-17 
protest. 


* 


In the USA plans are being made to 
charter buses from New York City and 
Boston to bring demonstrators to the 
Polaris submarine shipyards at New London 
where the following programme has been 
arranged; 

Sept. 15. Briefing and films at Polaris 
Action office, 13 North Bank 
Street, 

Leafleting of shipyards; rally 
at Williams Memorial Park 
(Broad Street, 1 p.m.), with 
Pete Seeger and other folk 
singers invited, followed by 
poster parades and public 
meeting at 8 p.m, 

10 a.m, Symposium on “ Inter- 
national Direct Action for 
Peace”; 1 p.m. Mass Vigil at 
US Submarine Base, Groton, 
and water vigil on Thames 


Sept. 16 


Sept. 17 


River, 3.30 p.m. Evaluation 
Session at 13 North Bank 
Street, 

* 


Other news comes from : 

NORWAY (where a demonstration against 
Soviet tests took place last weekend) : 
Action for Nuclear Disarmament hopes 
to organise a vigil outside a government 
building. 

FINLAND: Deryck Siven of the Finnish 
War Resisters writes: “Ag an act of 
solidarity we will stage a march starting 
at Kerava on Sept, 10 and ending at Hel- 
singfors with a great rally on Sept. 17, 

SWEDEN : World citizens are organising a 
march to Ursyvik, the Swedish Military 
Centre for Nuclear Research, 

GERMANY With the British weekend 
coinciding with the General Election 

(] ON BACK PAGE 
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Accidents do 
| happen | 


FSHE accidental explosion during the 
launching of a Minuteman missile 
from Cape Canaveral on August 30, a 
launching from 90 feet underground in 
which (Reuter reported) “a pinwheel 
of fire spiralled up into the air before 
descending north of the launching pad; 
flames continued to erupt from the silo 
for 2 or 3 minutes,” gives emphasis to 
a revelation made public for the first 
time in New York on August 28. 

The American magazine Look told of a 
Bomare missile which was almost fired by 
accident in the Spring of 1960, Apparently 
the nose of the missile was pointed into the 
air, and fumes were coming from its tail, 
when air force officers having dinner 
noticed, and rushed out in time to avert 
disaster. 

“Even after detailed investigation,” 
wrote Look, “there is no real understand- 
ing what series of factors caused the elec- 
tronic brain controlling Bomare firings in 
that particular area to issue the fire order. 
The hypothesis is that a combination of the 
radio signals from passing police cars plus 
the tunes being played by a local disc- 
jockey happened to combine into a signal 
that fed itself into the electronic brain as a 
fire order,” 

Experts are worried, Look maintains, that 
even with the new Minuteman missile, a 
squirrel or other small rodent might chew 
through the cable connecting the firing 
centre with the missile. “df the Minute- 
man. blasts off and deposits two megatons 
on Leningrad 25 minutes later, America is 
going to have to do more for the Sovicts 
than respectfully submit for their inspection 
an electrocuted squirrel with shreds of 
charred cable dangling from his incisors.” 

(See “ Accidental War ? *--- page ten.) 


HOW THE RUSSIANS 


EXPLAIN THEIR TESTS jose ev soa m 


"HE announcement of the Soviet Governnient made on August 31 that i 
intended to resume the testing of nuclear weapons, read in part: "* The 
Soviet Government considers it us duty fo take afl necessary measures so that 


the Soviet Union should be completely 
prepared to render harmless any 
ageressor if he tried to launch an 
attack... . 


“The Government of the USSR deems 
it necessary to explain to all mankind the 
meaning and significance of its decision to 
carry out experimental nuclear explosions, 
the sole aim of which is to do everything 
tO prevent a catastrophe which a third 
world war would present for the hundreds 
of millions of inhabitants of our planet. 


“Phe Soviet Government would not 
fulfil its sacred duty before all the peoples 
striving for peaceful life if it did not use 
the available possibilities for perfecting the 
most effective types of weapons that can 
cool the hotheads in the capitals of some 
NATO powers. 


100,000,000 TONS 


“It points out that the USSR has worked 
out projects of creating a serics of super 
powerful nuclear bombs with a yield equiv- 
alent to 20, 30, 50 and 160 million tons of 
UNV? 

“Tt has been compelled to do this re- 
luctantly, with regret, and only as a result 
of the most careful and comprehensive 
study of the question. . . 


“The Soviet Union does not threaten 
anyone and, of course, does not intend to 
attack anyone. The Soviet Government 
solemnly declares that the armed farces of 
the USSR will never be. the first to resort 
to arms... 


“The Soviet Government addresses to 
the peoples and governments of all coun- 


ATLANTA DESEGREGATES SCHOOLS 
— WITHOUT ANGER 


J NTEGRATION in public schools came peacefully to Atlanta, Georgia, last 
week when nine young Negroes entered four “ White” high schools for the 


first time. 


While the admission of these nine repre- 
sents only a token compliance with the 
Federa) ruling, observers considered its 
psychological impact very important. A 
small number of extremists had tried to 
disrupt the smooth passage of events, but 
met with no stipport or success. 


Segrepationist atlempts 10 organise a 
boycott by White students had also failed. 
fa fact, {Of more white students reported 
for classes than had been cnrolled. All 
this indicates the initial success of one of 
(he most extensive campaigns for public 
acceptance of desegregation ever conducted 
in a southern city. Tt stands in marked 
contrast to the violence and jeering which 
had accompanied efforts to desegregate 
public schools in’ other southern cities in 
compliance with the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion of 1954. 


President Kennedy has congratulated 
Atlanta and Georgia for the “ responsible, 
Jaw-abiding manner” in which the change- 


SPIRITUAL COMMURISM 


(denling with principles of spiritual cons- 
niunism, problems of world peace, nad 
ideulogical understanding) 


“ Spiritual communism will ensute peace, 
freedom and security of all caves and nations, 
The understanding of it will promote peace- 
ful vo-existence since Russia and Clioa will 
tind in it the culmination of their system, 
and capitalism, through 4 moral revolution 
atid the welfare state, will be able to advance 
towards it by following demuctatic and 

coustitutional methads.”” 


by 
SWAMI AVYAKTANANDA 


price 3s, post free 


The Vedanta Movement 
Batheaston Villa, Hatheaston, Bath, 
England, 
or 


13, Elsenkam Street, London, 8.W.18 


over has taken place. “J strongly urge the 
oflicials and citizens of all communities 
which face this difficult transition in the 
coming weeks and months,” he said, “ to 
look closely at what Atlanta has done.” 
Observers doubt, however, whether 
Atlanta's example will go very far in per- 
muading the three remaining states of the 
% hard core" deep south (Alabama, Mississ- 
ippi, and South Carolina) to take the step, 


SCRUTINY 
A three-judge Federal court’ in’ New 
Orleans on August 30 struck down 
Lonisiana’s school-clasing Jaw. ‘The law 


had allowed citizens of school districts to 
vote to abandon public schools that were 
faced with desegregation orders. 


_ “This is not the moment in history,” the 
judges’ opinion stated, “for a state to 
experiment with ignorance. When it does, 
wo must expect clase scrutiny of the experi- 
ment.” ‘The court action had been started 
by Negro residents of St. Helen, 3 small 
tural parish 60 miles north of New 
Orleans, where the parish voters, Jast April, 
had voted to close schools rather than 
operate them on it desegregated basis. 


Beatniks only ? 

S. elder statesman Robert A. Lovett, 

former Secretary of Defence, at a 
Senate foreign’ relations hearing on August 
14, and referring to the proposed US Dis- 
armament Agency, said: “It seems to me 
that an agency of this extraordinary power, 
one that cuts, in effect, into the most sensi- 
live atcas of most of our agencies, should 
do something more than the normal security 
checks. 


“It seems clear ta me that this is going 
to be a Mecca, a magnet, for a wide variety 
of screwhalls . . . it will be # great pity 
to have this launched and shortly become a 
Bureau of Reatniks.” 


tries of the world its appeal for increasing 
tenfold the efforts {o implement in practice 
the idea of general and conipjete disarma- 
ment and to ¢liminate the dangey of 
nuclear weapons for ever from the life of 
the people.” 


Scientist's 
warning 


A. WARNING against the possible 

self-extinction of the human race 
“by the misapplication of its own in- 
genuiy,” was voiced by Sir Wilfrid 
Le Gros Clark on August 30.“ This 
is not to be taken as a melodramatic 
statement,” he continued, “it expresses 
aw truth which is quite evident to any- 
one who cares to read the signs of the 
times.” 

Sir Wilfrid was speaking in) Norwich to 
a large audience of scientists from all over 
the world at the 123rd annual meeting ef 
the British Association, of which he was 
president for the year. 

‘Our duty’ 

“YT believe it is our duty as scientists,” 
he said, “to insist that this is a matter of 
quite extraordinary urgency and to make if 
apparent as far and wide as possible. For, 
let us not deceive ourselves, the frightening 
question is now beginning to present itself 
whether the civilisation which mankind has 
slowly and laboriously built up over a 
period of many thousands of yeats can 
avoid disastrous dissolution as the result of 
uncontrollable (or, at any rate, uncan- 
trolled) struggles for political power or 
econonuc superiority.” 

Sir Wilfrid's successor as president of the 
British Association for 1961-62 is Sir John 
Cockroft, who was awarded the Atoms for 
Peace Prize earlier this year, 


Water on tap 
~~ thanks to IVS 
rANHE remote Highland township of Bad- 
call, near Scourie, in Suthedand, Scot- 
land, now has a piped water supply, thanks 


to an intemational work camp organised by 
International Voluntary Service. 


The team of 14 volunteers, including two 
girls, worked a 44-hour week for three un- 
paid weeks in all weathers, to hing water 
to taps in the homes of Badeall, a com- 
munily which could not have allorded (he 
normal cost of such an operation. 


The Sutherland County Water Engineer, 
Mr, 2D. R. Fasham, who had invited 1VS to 
consider the project, was full of praise for 
the volunteers, who had to lay a mile of 
pipe, build a peat dam, and dislodge over 
200 tons of rock and stone. 


- ACTION FOR PEACE’ 
CONFERENCE 


JAX, the association of Christians who 

seck to promote peace and to encour 

age the practical application of Christian 

principles to the question of war, announces 

a jubilee conference fram October 13 to 15 

at Spode House, Hawkesyard Priory, 
Rugeley, Staffs. 

The conference theme is “Action for 
Peace,” and it is hoped that the speakers 
will includs Archbishop Roberts. SJ, Chris- 
topher Derrick, Dom Philip Holdswarth, 
OSR, of Ampleforth Abbey, Pamela 
Frankau, and Hugh Brock. The Chairman 
will be the Very Revd. Henry St. John, 
OP. 

Although primarily concemed with the 
Roman Catholic approach to problems of 
peace and war, the conference is open to 
atl comers. Enquiries may be addressed 
to: The Warden, Spode House, Rugeley, 
Siaffs. 
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Loot 


youth, just before the 


Intest war, 1 was sonie- 

times inveigled into selling aa) 
tags on Saturday alter- 

noons for good causes like p N 
litebpaty and hospitals, 1 UN 
often wished FE could have 


TEN 
been vuamiable cnough to MATERD 
refuse; Loo wasn't) much 

goad at it, and the contents of my tia at 
the cml of a foutsore and weary day would 


be sadly small. 


Nobody seemed to realise then (at feast 
they gave no signs of it) that the most 
clicctive Mag sellers are charming young 
ladies. Who, except the dedicated—-and 
they never came my wiay--wantn to buy a 
flay from a tired and eraggy-looking male ? 


Most members of the  lirye-hearted 
British public would brusit past with 
averted eyes and a wordless gruat ‘The 
others offered me only advice and infor 
imation, such as: (a) the bewt places to 
stand; (b) gee off my pitch; (c) these things 
ought to be taken care of by the States 
(d) life stories; or (¢} what was wrong with 
the world. 


tt usually ended by my standing forlorn 
and inuctive in the guiter, ruher like a 
sireet musician, Pity sometimes worked 
when boldness did not. 


One of the advantages of Writing aa 
appeal ly that it makes no difference if one 
is a charming young Indy or a cragey- 
Jooking male. Besides which, one can do 
it without punishing oue’s feet--a cogent 
factor in middle age. 


Nar do we, on this paper, necd to deploy 
pity. Whether or not we look pitiful lv not 
for wi to say, but at heart and in actlon we 
ure tulerably bold. TP had a near-nawcsake 
who was a highwayman. May 1, ae a non 
violent highwaymun, make it clear in the 
most amlable way possible, that we would 
hike you to stand and detiver ? 


Vhe loot, we assure you, will be put to 
good and vital use. Many thanks, 


JACK SHEMEERD, 
Donations since August 28: £23 &s. 7d. 
Total since February 1: £592 18s, 3d) at 


Please make cheques, etc, payable ta 
Lady Clare Annesiey, Treasurer, Pence 
News, S$ Caledonian Rd., London, N.A. 


SERIOUS CHARGES BY 


NAGA NATIONALIST 


SERIOUS allegations are made by 

Mr. A. Z. Phizo, president of the 
Naga National Council, in « recent 
press statement concerning the activity 
of the Indian army in Napaland., 

Mr, Phizo clitny that the Indian army 
has doubled its strength to 80,000 men in 
Nagaland, and that atrocities, inchiding tn- 
discriannate shooting and beheading, are 
being committed, 


“fi is nevessary to point out,” Mr. Phizo 
writes, "shat ever since ! arrived in Eng- 
land—mure than a year age—T have heen 
urging that a full enquiry shad be held 
io the massacre of my people and the 
inhuman ireatment and torture to which 
men, women, and children are submitted, 
The Indian authorities have not anly tee 
fused to negotiate with us for peace but 
have rejected all suggestions to appoint an 
enquity commission, or ta allow the press 
of the world to ga ta Nagalaid and find 
aut the truth for phomselves.” 


Assassination 


The recent assassination of Dr, Imkong- 
liba Ao, Mr, Phizo deserites as the work 
of & “yenng zealot (who) Has taken the 
law into his own hands it is the 
people who are being blagied and punished, 
1 am sorry for Dr. loikonelibs's death. 
His death was entircly due to the Tndiag 
army's atrocities.” 

Mr. Phiza appeals “ta the conscience of 
the world to intervene and stop the sense: 
Jexs destruction nf my people and inaint on 
peaveful negotiations.” 
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PPHE fact that it is said that it is a 

100-megaton Bomb that the Rus- 

sian Government is now proposing 

io test is a grim reminder of the 

wholesale character of the present 

threat to the human race. This 

monster of destruction would have 

§,000 times the explosive power of 

/ the Boinb with which the Americans 
destroyed Hiroshima. 


If humanity is to be saved from general 


A 


destruction it will be through a future 
repudiation of any kind of reliance on 
arms. The most realistic hope that such 
a situation will be brought about lies in 
some nation or nations entering upon a 
policy of unconditional repudiation of a 
reliance on arms as the most practical 
means to the creation of a new atmo- 
sphere that may dissolve the cold war 
confrontation. 


We know, however, that it will not be 
through such action that the world will 
be saved in the months immediately 
before us from the catastrophe that is 
threatened by the fulminations and 
bluster of the terribly dehumanised 
grotesques that we call statesmen who are 
dominating the world’s affairs. 


considering what might conceivably 
happen as a way out, we should do well 
to recall the hard lessons Jearned in 
recent years. It was Dulles’ belief that 
the conditions of free democracy on party 
system lines might be brought to the 
peoples of the totalitarian states of 
Eastern Europe through economic col- 
lapse, followed by political risings which 
would be assisted by Western military 
power, Neither in totalitarian Eastern 
Europe nor in the West is it believed 
that this can be a way out today; it 
would be all too likely to spark off the 
war of general destruction. (Although it 
does sometimes seem as if our Lord 
Home is seeking to assume the mantle of 
Dulles.) 


This situation has been very evident in the 


In 


dilemma in which the inhabitants of West 
Herlin find themselves: discontented with 
a tailure in action on the part of the 
Western Powers, but with a very under- 
standable fear of where any action that 
they can conceive may take them. Hence 
their pathetically appreciative response to 
the empty declamation of Mr. f.yndon 
Johnson and to the ceremonial entry of 
some Western troops with the courteous 
co-operation of the Russian authorities in 
Berlin. 


The peoples of Berlin and the East Euro- 
pean states may be destroyed by armed 
force; they cannot be given freedom by 
this means. 


This inexorable fact gives a great import- 
ance (to. certain’ considerations — that 
Western statesmen have hitherto set aside 
—considerations which they nevertheless 
have a moral obligation to take into 
account. Doubtless the Russian Govern- 
ment is influenced by its desire to spread 


neutral 

Communism in the measures it takes to 
hold the Warsaw Pact countries within its 
own framework of totalitarian govern- 
ment; but an even more imperative con- 
sideration in its view is that they should 
be maintained as defence bastions as part 
of the Russian scheme of military pre- 
paration. 


The primary reason for the suppression by 
Russian military power of the rebellion 
of the Hungarian workers in 1956 was 
that they were secking a system of free 
elections and a withdrawal from the 
Warsaw Pact alliance. ‘The Rapacki pro- 
posals were put forward by the Polish 
Government a year after the Hungarian 
revolt had been suppressed and the 
Kadar “ quisling’’ government had been 
set up. On the presentation of the 
Rapacki Plan, Istvan Bibo, who had some 
Prominence in Hungarian politics, made 
an appeal through an article published in 
some Western journals that the above- 
mentioned consideration should influence 
the Western Jeaders in their response. 


The Rapacki plan sought the establishment 
of a denuclearised and neutralised zone 
which should inchide West Germany, 


Kast Germany, Poland and Czecho- 
Slovakia. It was made clear that this was 
submitted as a basis for negotiation and 
that it could be modified or possibly ex- 
tended. The Russian Government had 
expressed approval and it was clear that 
the Czech and East German Governments 
were ready to accept. 


Bibo took the view that if the West sought 
to extend the neutralised area to include 
Hungary this might also be accepted, and 
that, given their exclusion from the Rus- 
sian military structure, the desire of the 
Hungarian people to establish their own 
form of government would be less likely 
to be suppressed, 


No action was taken by the Western states- 
men to see whether Bibo's hopes might 
be justified, and Bibo himself was sub- 
sequently sent to prison. 


The position of Britain in relation to the 
Rapacki plan is a shabby and humiliating 
one, for in its essentials the plan had 
been earlier propounded by the British 
Prime Minister, Sir Anthony Eden, who 
held that a neutralised zone in Europe 
would be a useful field for the verifica- 
tion of methods of inspection and con- 
trol, the problem that has been the main 
stumbling block in all disarmament nego- 
tiations. 


At the “ Summit” Conference of 1955, at 


ecentral 


which Britain was represented by Sir 
Anthony Eden, with Mr. Macmillan as 
his Foreign Secretary, it was decided, 
largely on British initiative, that consider- 
ation should be given to a security pact 
for Europe or for a part of Europe, in- 
cluding provision for the assumption by 
member nations of an obligation not to 
resort to force and to deny assistance to 
an aggressor; limitation, contro} and in- 
spection in regard to armed forces and 
armaments, and establishment between 
East and West of a zone in which the 
disposition of armed forces would be 
subject to mutual agreement. 


The Rapacki plan which was put forward 
at the end of 1957, and more formally 
in February, 1958, sought to provide a 
frame in which such a plan might be dis- 


cussed, By this time, however, the 
Adenauer Government had made it clear 
that it was opposed to any such plan, the 
US Government backed the view of the 
West German Government, and_ the 
Briush Government of course came to 
heel and participated in the cold shoulder- 
ing of the Rapacki proposals, which have 
consequently never been given serious 
consideration by the West. 


The future of Berlin is tied up with the 
future of the two German areas, Their 
neutralisation, together with the Fast 
European states, would not of course 
settle the question of German reunifica- 
tion. It would provide, however, a 
political framework in which the most 
important obstacle to reunification would 
be removed and it would also put the 
whole question of future European deve- 
lopment in a new perspective. 


When the delay necessary to ease Dr. 
Adenauer back into the Chancellorship 
for his concluding years is over it would 
seem that the discussion of the Rapacki 
plan offers the best chance of relaxing 
the present tension. 


Tt would, of course, provide only a tempo- 
rary easing of the situation so Jong as the 
present competition in anms continues; 
and as doubtless the proposed denuclear- 
isation and neutralisation would be based 
on the military guarantees of the con- 
tending Great Powers the new arrange- 
ment would itself become part of a new 
wlignment in the cold war struggle and 
could in its tum provide the sparking 
point that could lead to the war of 
general destruction. 


The realist approach to the possibility of a 
peaceful world remains the adventurous 


Europe? 
urope: 
and unconditional abandonment of reli- 
ance on arms, but a neutralised Central 
Europe might provide the temporary 
breathing space that is so urgently 
demanded by the present increasingly 
dangerous developments around Berlin, 
while also offering opportunities for the 
extension of freedom among the peoples 
of East Europe. 


J. ALLEN SKINNER 
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C. P. Snow again 
PENNE problem of nuclear disarmament will 
not be settled in the long term by the 
conventional process of politics but will 
need something much deeper in the whole 
of human society, said Sir Charles Snow on 
Monday. He was addressing the council 
of the International Federation of Library 
Associations at Edinburgh. 

“L think many of you,” he said, “ as | 
have mniyself, have occasionally had 
moments this summer when it seems that 
events are too big for men. That seems to 
me to be a completely natural reaction, but 
J am stre it is a fatal one... 

“Tf that is so, then | think we shall be 
borne along in the stream of history, which 
can only have a disastrous and, in fact, 
suicidal end. . . 

“Unless we can think of the combined 
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political and technical situation in a new 
light, then my feeling that we shall] get out 
of the next ten years without disaster would 
not be strong. 


“| can only repeat... that if enough 
of these lethal machines, these thermo- 
nuclear bombs, are made all over the world, 
almost inevitably some of them are going 
to go off. If some go off, whether by acci- 
dent or folly or madness or chance, then 
there is a serious risk that part of the world 
at least will have seen its end. It is for us 
as citizens to try to make this clear in the 
circles in which we move.” 


* Desirable limits’ 


PAALL-OUT from the latest Soviet nuclear 

tests, said The Times’ science corres- 
pondent last Monday, must not be allowed 
to contribute to a build-up to an extent that 
“would exceed desirable bimits.” 

Setting these limits on the basis of re- 
commendations by the International Com- 
mission for Radiological Protection, the 
correspondent continued; 

“With test explosions carried out in the 
atmosphere on the scale suggested by the 
recent Soviet announcement it is likely that 
these limits would be exceeded, although 
the amount of radio-activity released would 
depend on the type of device used.” 


Total rejection 
AY is KENNETH KAUNDA, leader of 
? the United National Independence 
Party in Northern Rhodesia, told an 
Observer correspondent last Saturday on his 
meeting with the Colonial Secretary: 

“Tf nothing comes of this meeting my 
position will be made much more difficult. 
Father | will have to resign the leadership 
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of my party, or 1 will have to take my 
master-plan into its third stage.” 


The third stage would involve a nation- 
wide campaign of non-violent resistance, in- 
volving total rejection of the constitution as 
it now stood. “It will mean a lot more 
suffering,’ Mr. Kaunda predicted. “ There 
will be more graves of Black men than of 
White men.” 


Hospital colour bar 


SEVEN pregnant African women cam- 
paigning against the colour bar in 
Southern Rhodesia demanded admission to 
the Lady Chancellor Government Maternity 
Hospital in Salisbury last weck. 

When admission was refused they drove 
on to Salisbury General Hospital where, 
reports the Daily Telegraph (Sept. 1), they 
interviewed the acting medical superinten- 
dent. He told them there was no accom- 
modation and advised them to try an Afri- 
can hospital in Harare. 

A spokesman for the women said they 
could not he accepted there because they 
were not resident in Harare. 


Professional activity 


| R. BROCK CHISHOLM, first Director 

Cieneral of the World Health Organisa- 
tion, is to speak in Harvard University to- 
morrow night (Saturday) on “ Security and 
Social Responsibility.” With him on the 
platform, organised by the Society for 
Social Responsibility in Science, will be Dr. 
William C. WDavidon, Secretary of the 
Federation of American Scientists, who will 
speak on “ Nuclear Science and Human 
Decisions.” 


The SSRS is a body of scientific workers 


organised to foster throughout the world a 
tradition of personal moral responsibility 
for the consequences to humanity of pro- 
fessional activity, with emphasis on con- 
structive alternatives to militarism, 


Parting broadside 

[ FAVING for China as guest of Mua 
Vse-tung, Lord Montgomery fired a 

parting broadside at oflicial British opinion 

on the cold war, 

He believed that the West should recog- 
nise East Germany; that all armed forces 
should be sent back to their own countries. 

Asked about Russia's renewal of nuclear 
testing, he replied: “I do not bother about 
it, It is part of the suspicion and mistrust.” 


* 


Figures for road casualties in fourteen Euro- 
pean countries for the year 1959, pub- 
lished last month in Road Accident Statis- 
tical Review, show 45,330 deaths and 
1,372,908 injuries, Britain, France, ttaly 
and Western Germany accounted for 
35,628 of these deaths and over a million 
of the injured, Britain was the (lifth 
safest’ country with a rate of 7.6 deaths 
per 10,000 vehicles, or on a_ different 
basis, sixth with a rate of 12.9 deaths per 
100,000 of the population. 


Fhe discharge of waste from the atomic 
plant at Harwell is blamed for the fact 
that London's water contains twice as 
much strontium 90 as water drawn off 
from the River Thames above the point 
of discharge. This was stated in a 
Stationery Office Report “The Fate of 
Radioactive Effluent Discharged from 
AERE Harwell into the River Vhames." 


Public confidence in UN’s ability to handle 
such “cold war” problems as Berlin is 
highest in the USA (79 per cent) and 
Britain (70 per cent) and lowest in France 
(39 per cent) reports the Daily Telegraph 
(Sept. 1), fn West Germany the rating is 
63 per cent, 


A Peace News four-page feature 


ACTION AT THE 


HOLY 
LOCH 


After the Aldermaston” March 
reached London last Easter Mon- 
day a contingent of Direct Action 
Conunittee supporters set off to 
walk to the Holy Loch, some 600 
miles away. Led by Mrs. Pat 
O'Connell they arrived at the 
Polaris submarine base at Whit- 
sanoand were joined by other 
Direct Actionists and CND mem- 
bers for the first mass demionstra- 
tion against these new and deadly 
Polaris missiles, each capable of 
destroying a city 

Also waitine for the marchers 
at the Holy Loch were the 
“ Polaris, Action” canoetsts, who 
for many weeks previously had 
maintained a protest against the 
presence of the submarine depot 
ship Proteus. 

Philip Seed, York Family Ser- 
vice Unit case worker and the 
author of a number of Quaker 
peace pamphlets, was one of the 
participants in the Whitsun 
demonstration, the Direct: Action 
Conmmittee’s final action during 
the years of its existence. He re- 
turned from the Holy Loch to set 
out these impressions. A second 
Holy Loch action iy being organ- 
ised by the Conunittee of 00 en 
September 16. 


HAVE, just returned from the Holy 

Loch. [ am not in prison as | 
expected | might be, J am not even 
injured, as later | was to fear 1 would 
be. | have returned to my office on 
time affer a Whit Bank Holiday and 
started a normal day’s work. 

Now it is evening. 1 have had a short 
sleep, and the events of the fantastically 
intensive last three days are tumbling into 
a sort of perspective. Before the details 
fade into memory, while 1 am still vividly 
re-living it all and yet now just a little 
detached {rom it, ] want to tell you what 
rappened, 

My awn personal decision to take part 
was not an easy one. Tam a social worker. 
TE had been an observer at previous Direct 
Action demonstrations and | knew that if 
| agreed to play a full part arrest was 
almost inevitable, and that prolonged im- 
prisonment was  quilc possible. Pwice 
before t had been on the verge of taking 
part in: demonstrations at Harrington and 
Finningley, but had decided that my par- 
ticular job was more important, It was a job 
I liked and believed to be worthwhile. I had 
an obligation ta my clients, to the organisa- 
tion which } served, and to my colleagues. 

Yet | felt a poor sort of supporter of 
Direct Action if { did not take part. The 
attempted invasion of Cuba had again 
brought home to me how easily and quickly 
the international situation might deteriorate, 
and how then Governments might rapidly 
move to a point of no return, 

1 felt my job was not complete unless I 
took seriously my wider responsibilities as 
a human being. What was the use of 
enabling families to sort out their personal 
difficulties, what use community constric- 
tion, what use caring at all for people, if 
mankind were drifting to destruction and 


we 
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Whitsun at the Holy Loch: a small section of the crowd beside the Loch at Lazaretta Point, where a rally was 
held before direct action demonstrations started against the Polaris base. 


my sense of responsibility did not lead me 
to try to stop it ? 

1 had decided, My companion from 
York was Reg, an art student, who had 
earlier been in the Forces and also worked 
as aminer, He had not experienced Direct 
Action before and he had only recently be- 
come an active supporter of nuclear dis- 
armament, 


We were to meet the marchers at 
Greenock -the marchers, that is, who had 
tramped S46 miles in eight’ weeks from 
London, the “hard core" marchers as they 
were known, led by Mrs. Pat O'Connell, 
mother of tive children and normally a 
teacher. “There was also a bus driver, spon- 
sorted by his Union branch. There was a 
doctor called Kachel. There were scien- 
lists, teachers and students and a designer 
called Sam with a broad cockney accent. 
Phere was a lady of over 70, and a boy of 
{2—they had matched too. 

Buc where were they? Grennock was 
strangely quict 1 remembered that at the 
time of the Harrington demonstration the 
loeal towns had been plastered with nuclear 
disarmament symbols and slogans. Here 
there was nothing but a few splashes of 
whitewash: ‘“ HoMEe RULE ror SCOTLAND. 
POLARIS MUST Go.” We stopped and talked 
to a sympathetic passer-by, He way sympa- 
thetic, though he, too, seemed as much con- 
cerned about Scottish nationalism as getting 
tid of Polaris. 
tive Hall There were fewer demonstrators 

We found the marehers in the Co-opera- 


By 


to be briefed than had been expected, 
though this wis only one wing of the 
march; the other wine was progressing 
along the narth bank of the Clyde. 

Uo had witnessed Direct Action bricting 
meetings before, but to Ree and anyone 
who had not. this meeting must have made 
an extraordinary impact. There is nothing 
quite Tike these meetings in our repularised 
democratic procedures. Jt is democracy in 
the extreme, stopping just shart of the point 
of complete anarchy. Vhere are no elected 
officers, no Strict Chairman, no Sectetary, 
seldom voting, and no formal rules of pro 
cedure at all 

Of course, one had to remember that 
many of the SO people gathered in a circle 


PHILIP 


in the centre of the hatl-amidst rucksacks 
and blankets, rope ladders, literature and 
even a complete canoe on wheels<had not 
just come on to the scene as we had, bat 
had marched together through the weeks 
These, who knew one another intimately, 
were the most vocal in the meeting. Reg 
and [sat and listened. 

Pat Arrowsmith, officially the Field Organ 
iser of Direct Action, had managed to make 
her voice heard. She was piving a general 
outline of the timetable and of the objee- 
tives of the sea action In addition to the 
canoes, (wo boats capable of carrying about 
SO people each had turned up One had 
been dent) Phe other had been purchased. 
Ihe win was te set off in the beats from 
both sides af the loch and to attempt, with 
the rope dadders and other gear, to scale the 
sides of the Proteas,  Ubis was a formed: 
able task. The Prorcuy cose 30 or 40 feet 
sheer out of the water before there was 
anything fo get bold of. Phe submarine 
would have been casier to board but i had 
PUt to sea. 

Pat had just got into a detailed descrip- 
tion of what we would be trying to do, and 
had imanuged to get an orderly sort of 
meeting, When in burst a marcher: 

“Excuse me iatecrupting the niveting, but 
there are «wo plain clothes policemen out- 
side this door stening in.” 

Chere was uproar Clapping, laughing. 
The room was searched and the several 
doorways leading in were examined  “Vhe 
wO poligemen were asked to go away, but 
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they refused, Pat deft te telephone the 
Chiel Constable and same minutes hater a 
reply Was received asking the policemen to 
tepon for duty. Por most of the meeting 
they stayed, however, and (o stop them 
listening a radio was switched an beside 
their fetening past, while others cngaged 
them ino conversanion Hhe meeting then 
continued, interrupted occasionally by re- 
ports of what was happening outside. 

One supporter was discovered who was 
anexpert diver, Ele had full diving equip 
ment. Here, we thought, was something the 
authormes would not have bargnined tor 

“Do we agree in principle that we are 
in favour of using the diving equipmarnt? " 
asked (at. 


Everyone consented) except one 

“Lo most emphatically do not agiee,” he 
cried. “Far one thing it's bloady danger- 
ous, Por another, we don’t wast to take 
them by surprise. This is non-violent direct 
action, We go in the open. We wert 
everyone ta see us.” 

the diver sant he was welling to do what- 
ever the meeting decided, whether to use 
his equipment ar not. 

Eventially, from alt but one in the nicet- 
ing being in favour of bis using i, ull, 
including the diver himself, agreed that the 
equipment should not be used. Jastead the 
diver would keep just his suit and dippers 
and be on board the demonstrators’ medical 
boat in case of accidents. 

Batreme democratic procedure a part 
and parcel of Direct Action, part, that 6, 
of the whole process of expressing prin- 
ciples and arguments in action. this dema- 
cracy wos later to exasperale some Scottish 
CN} supporters who vould neq understand 
how i came about, “Who is your 
leader? " one of them would ask a graup 
sitling by a boat, We would replys “We 
have oo leaders” 

[think the explanation ties in the reasons 
which led each demonstrator to take pad 
in the fitst place. The decision was an in- 
tensely petsanal one, in this respect some: 
what like the decisian ta be a eonseiontious 
objector in war-time. You cannot have 
leadem and followers in the usual sense 
Where conscientious objection is concerned. 
Each deaianstrator, cach marcher, was here 
becanse he cond do uo other Tt seemed 
wome that this type af action, based on 
this type of decision, coukl answer the 
seise of helplessness atid powerlessness that 
Jay af the root of the drift ta war, iat do 
Hot ciisunderstind me it did aot always 
work aut perfectly, We made mistakes and 
suimetinngs we acted iexponsibly This was 
to be seca immedinely after the nwetag, 
which had coded with aur medical officer 
explaining fa (hose taki pau ia the sea 
achon the rudiments ef artilicind respiration, 

fowas asked if § would use my car te 
take a group of about {£5 down 1 the bar 
hour to inspect the boat which had been 
porchieed, 

Lo agreed snd deaded i go with then 
On the way the food Key and V haat boughs 
for the weekend was suddenly sewed froin 
the back window ledge with the comment: 
“Here's food.” ho way eaten wahout so 
much as a “by your leave.” At fet € 
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wanted ¢o be cross, On the other hand, 
some had not eaten all day, and how could 
} refuse? F did not know whether | would 
be without food myself the next day; but 
so what? Suddenly it did not seem to 
matter any more, From now on 1] was not 
an outsider but one of them. ‘They had 
learny this living together for eight wecks. 
Vhey had grown to take literally the Ser- 
mon on the Mount in this respect: 


“TU bid you put away anvious thoughts 
about food and drink to keep yeu alive, 
and clothes to cover your body. Surely 
life is more than food, the body more 
than clothes.” (Matthew 6, v. 25.) 
‘fhe immediate effect of this experience was 
to lift. a load of responsibility from me. 

ft wus an open boat about 25ft. long 
which had been purchased for £200. The 
engine failed to start in Greenock Harbour, 
though Sam had successfully brought it 
across the Clyde from near Loch Lomond. 


As we watched, passengers from the last 
ferry-boat jecred at us and a policeman 
told us we had no right to be in the har- 
bour anyway. It was growing dark, ‘The 
boat had no lights and no oars, only, if 
seemed, Sam's determination would insist 
that somehow we would get somewhere to- 
night, About three miles from shore the 
inevitable happened, the engine stalled. 

While Sam struggled with the engine and 
a couple of lads seized boards and tried to 
use them as oars, others lay sleeping or 
caressing in the bottom of the beat The 
atiempt to row led to an agrument. Sam 
claimed that since he had brought the boat 
over he should be in charge. Obviously it 
worried him fo see the boat being pulled to 
bits, and it was a slight to his prowess to 
suggest that the engine had “had it.” (ut 
those with the oars took no notice, and 
after abont a quarter of an hour Sam ack- 
nowledged defeat, and now began to 
organise the rowing, cursing those who 
mercly lay in the bottom of the boat. ‘Two 
others rammed the rudder from side to side 
in an elfort to speed progress. 

We moved at less than one knot. It was 
now night and we were straddling the ship- 
ping Janes. Tf there had been mist or wind 
we could well lave been in reat danger. 
We were saved by the moonlight, coupled 
with the fact that fortunately there were 
few ships about. Slowly, very slowly, we 
moved towands the share. We ended up, 
having drifted about two miles westwards. 
on a little private beach belonging to a 
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yachting club, right bestle an Admiralty 


Pier ain fact, one of the piers we were 
planning non-violently to occupy the next 
day! tt was f a.m. 


We tied the boat and set off to walk back 
to Greenock. But we had not gone a few 
yards when a Dormobile stepped for us 
und all bat three of us packed in. The 
driver was completely sympathetic to our 
demonstration and insisted not only in 
taking us back to the Co-operative Hall, 
which was out of his way, but in making 
a second journey to enable me to pick up 
my car by the harbour. He wished us the 
very best of luck. ‘“ We don’t want the 
Polaris here, or anywhere else,” he said. 

I slept for an hour or two in my sleeping 
bag on the floor, along with the other 
bodies, old and young, male and female, 
strewn around. 


* 


lt was 6 am. when [ was asked if I 
would help a party which had gone down 
to try to put the boat to sea again. In 
lying the boat up we had forgotten the 
effect of the tide, that high tide was about 
4 aim., and that now the boat was stranded 
on the pebbles of the yachting club beach. 
ft was clear we were fighting a losing 
battle. A solitary policeman on the Admir- 
alty Pier leaned over and watched. Obvi- 
ously he had no idea who we were. He 
shouted suggestions, and some of us went 
over to talk to him, first carefully removing 
our nuclear disarmament badges. Then we 
were joined by the wireless operator from 
a ship anchored out in the Clyde. He knew 
who we were and was glad to help us. But 
he became less interested in the task in 


hand and rather more inieresied in 2 
woman demonstrator who was an Ameri- 
can 


We tried heaving the boat, then we tried 
putting planks underneath, including one 
good plank lent for the purpose by the 
Admiralty policernan, who kept insisting 
our task should be easy, and who was obvi- 
ously itching to come and show us. 

The night guard on the pier left and the 
day shift arrived. How Jong it took them 
to discover the presence under their noses 
of a half-witted, so it must have seemed, 
gang of would-be boarders of the Proteus 
Ido not know. ( was relieved of a certain 
amount of shame when we later decided to 
abandon the plan to obstruct this particnlai 
pier. 

The boat did eventually get afloat, and 
the neat problem was to re-start the engine. 


After Whitsun members of the Polaris Action group at the Holy Loch continued the demonstrations in several 
ways, including picketing Ardnadam Pier, where the ea fier sit-down was held. 
The wire cage behind them was added after Whitsun. 
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{frat was left to Sam, We did not see him 

or the boat again for several hours. 
Meanwhile I took the car to the ferry at 

Giourock and we crossed to Dunoon. There 


were crowds of demonstrators and sup- 
porters from all over Britain. Holiday 
crowds also packed the boat, We were 


aware of the press for the first time, | 
heard two discussing their plans together. 
Qne said there was so much going on in 
different places he did not quite know what 
he should do. “ It's difficult to decide,” the 
other agreed. 

In Dunoon we stood around in groups 
chatting and waiting by the pier. Some had 
a meal on the ferry and jokingly said it 
was their last meal before going to prison. 
Around us excitement was rising. Coach- 
loads arrived. There were loud-speaker 
vans and a lorry-load of banners belonging 
to the Scottish Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament. The Campaign, as such, did not 
support Direct Action in the sense of fully 
participating with the demonstrators who 
were prepared to break the Jaw. But they 
mounted a 2,000 strong march of sympa- 
thisers and held a vigil using it also as a 
base for refreshments. 

Suddenly I was wanted. Rachel, the 
medical officer, wanted me to take her 
round the Holy Loch. She was less appre- 
hensive than she had appeared to be the 
previous evening when she had demon- 
strated artificial respiration. She had been 
in touch with the local hospital authorities 
and had Jearnt that the police were making 
every provision for casualties. She kept 
saying this took a load off her mind. The 
demonstrators had their own Red Cross 
boat, and this Rachel wanted to see. 


* 

It was showing every promise of being a 
really hot day. We set off around the loch, 
the Holy Loch, There she was, as we 
rounded a headland, a few minutes after 
leaving Dunoon, the depot-ship Proteus, 
moored right in the centre of the calm, 
deep water, backed by the tree-covered 
Highland slopes. “ There,” said Rachel, “is 
enough destructive power to destroy half 
mankind.” Even if one had not known 
this it was an ugly sight, It is an ugly ship. 

We found our hospital boat, a converted 
house-baat, with Red Crosses painted aver 
it, and the slogan “ Life or Death.” Rachel 
explained that all casualties were to he 
brought to the main Ardnadatn Pier, that 
is, the pier that was to he immobilised by 
the demonstrators. In view of the fact that 


THE SEA 


official arrangements were being made by 
the police it seemed that the purpose of the 
demonstrators’ ship would be. largely one 
of propaganda and to show that the demon- 
strators did care about their own people 
and were not irresponsible. 


Then we returned to Dunoon, ‘The scene 
was now really bustling and the march was 
beginning to form up by the promenade. 
Another ferry had arrived, this time bring- 
ing the marchers who had taken the North 
Bank route from Glasgow. ‘There were 
many shouts of grecting. [saw Pat O'’Con- 
nell and others I had met on previous 
demonstrations, and including some belong- 
ing to my own social work agency. There 
was George Clark, who had been Chief 
Marshal of the mass sit-downs in London 
organised by the Committee of 100. George 
was busy telling sea demonstrators to 
assemble in the public information bureau, 
but no one was taking any notice. ‘Phe 
assembling march was the focus of interest. 
The demonstrators who were to obstruct the 
Ardnadam Pier were immediately behind 
the head banner. Then there were support- 
ing banners from CND groups and some 
beautifully made Trade Union banners. 


* 


T began to look for the briefing meeting 
I was supposed to attend, but it was still 
non-existent. Pat Arrowsmith appeared and 
asked those with vehicles to park just in 
front of the head of the march, As we did 
so, sea demonstrators packed in, ‘The 
march moved off and we were surrounded 
by it until the police obligingly made a gap 
so that our vehicles could move out into 
the read. 


We left the crowds and set off in convoy 
back along the coast road, past the medical 
ship and the pier, right to the end of the 
loch, and round to Kilmun on the far side, 
a point as near the Proteus as we could get. 
We were looking for a suitable place to 
hold our briefing meeting, but the crowds 
were such, even on this side of the loch, 
opposite the pier where the main demon- 
strations were to be held, and furthest away 
from Dunoon, that, even here we had difli- 
culty in avoiding people and we kept moving. 
We were joined by the crews of a dozen or 
sO canoes, while other canoes were being 
assembled or repaired. We also saw for the 
first time the Polaris Action Group, These 
were Canoeists camped permanently by the 
loch side. They had already succeeded in 
boarding the Polaris submarines when they 
were in the loch and in keeping the police 
in a state of constant alert. 


* 


Just now we seemed to be running 
crazily behind schedule. At last we assem- 
bled for our bricfing meeting on the beach. 
There was no sign of either of the two 
large boats we had been promised. 1 won- 
dered whether Sam was still trying to start 
the engine of the open boat at Greenock. 
But Pat Arrowsmith announced that both 
boats had in fact arrived and one was 
already out in the centre of the loch. The 
idea was apparently—and perhaps contrary 
to the principle of complete openness which 
had been agreed at Greenock—that it 
would be something of a surprise since it 
would only show its purpose at the last 
moment, However, this was not to be such 
4 surprise that we took any pains to hide 
our intentions. Two policemen were fisten- 
ing to us and we made no attempt to stop 
them. 

Pat Arrowsmith stressed the non-violent 
nature of the demonstration. Whatever pro- 
vocation we received, she said, whether 
physical or verbal, we were not to retaliate. 
If we were not prepared to accept this we 
should) get out of the demonstration. 
Although we wanted as many people as 
possible we did not want to depart from 
these principles. Then she warned us of 
the dangers. There might well be accidents, 
even death. Although she did not consider 
it very likely, she asked each denionstrator 
fo think that it could conceivably mean that 
he might die. 

There was an accepting silence. [ was 
pleased that Pat had made this puint which 
hitherto had only been made by the Admir- 
alty We had expected imprisonment and 
had been given special briefing instructions 
for this, but it was obvious that in such a 
melee as there would be beside the Proteus 


ACTION ON THE HOLY LOCH 


an accident to one or another of the 
Jemonstrators was more than likely. Fur- 
thermore, we just did not know how the 
erew of the Proteus would react. ft was 
known trom what was described as a teli- 
able source that they had water hoses al 
the ready, It was also known that they had 
greased the anchor chain. What other steps 
they had taken we did not know, Ht was 
assumed that we should be able to get fo 


the Proteus unmolested, for there was 
nothing legal in) sailing out from the 
shore, 


At the other extreme from a hostile re 
ception we also considered how we would 
react if the Captain invited us aboard for 
cups of tea and a look around ' We would 
be friendly but insist on our mission which 
was to try to obstruct the operation of the 
ship. 


While the briefing meeting was going on 
the press were gathering. ‘They were in 
taunches a few yards out trom the shore 
The canoeists got ready as 3.30 pan. drew 
near the scheduled time for the start of 
the sea action, On the far side of the loch 
about 14 miles away we could see people 
crowded on the beaches A. substantial 
rowd was gathering around us too, An 
aeroplane flew low and dived, presumably 
to take more pictures. By some miracle at 
3.20 pm. precisely, ont of chaos, the 
demonstration started, at least) for the 
canoeists. About fourteen of them set off 
followed by the press launches, Mean- 
while the rest of us who were to go in that 
il-fated large open boat, 20 or so of us, 
returned in cars round the loch end to 
Sandbank. 
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On arriving in convoy back at Sandbank 
the police- for once--would not give us 
priority, and in the jam we could not find 
a place to park. Out to sea we knew the 
~ bate ” was going on, and it was irritating 
to feel quite “out of it.” 1 felt stire our 
boat would never start and never leave the 
shore, 

We made our way through crowds of 
people on the beach who cheered us when 
they saw who we were. Then the boat 
started without a hitch. 

A number of people had suddenly 
switched from the land part of the demon- 
stration to join us at sea so that our boat 
was already full, We crowded on. But the 
effect of this was to over-load the boat, and 
we had not gone more than a quarter of a 
mile out into the Joch when--yes~the 
engine stopped | Immediately we were like 
that crazy gang on the Clyde the night 
before. Everyone with suggestions and no 
one taking any notice of anyone else. But 
in the end some sort of order prevailed. 
The trouble was we were drifting fast out 
towards the open sea and away from the 
Proteus, The engine was started, but it was 
found that it stalled as soon as it was put 
into gear. Sam was as resourceful as ever. 
The only thing he could do was to rev the 
engine up in neutral and then let it go into 
gear very gradually until it Came near to 
stalling, quickly returning it to neutral and 
revving up again. By this process we made 
one or {wo knots against the wind. 

The “battle” was not yet over. We 
passed a police launch with several arrested 
demonstrators aboard. We could now see 
canoeists like specks in the water beside the 
great Proteus. We learnt afterwards that 
one of the Polaris Action Group had suc- 


ceeded in climbing part-way cable 


before being pulled down. 


up a 
Meanwhile the “surprise” boat-—a 
motor Jaunch--had made its sudden entry 
into the fray. It was so much of a surprise 
that the press had not seen it. ‘The boat 
had gone in twice close to the bows but 
had been met each time with flerce hose: 
Also bolts about three inches long had 
been hurled. We were Jater shown 
these, but again unfortunately the press did 
not see them at the time. No one was seri- 
ously hurt but the boat was damaged. ‘The 
skipper of the boat who also owned it was 
beginning to get worried. He had decided 
to call ita day and was on his way out 
when he met us slowly coming into action. 
We, of course, did not know he was leaving 
and we hailed him to take off some of our 
demonstrators, for his boat was less loaded 
He agreed toa take twelve. Buy while 
demonstrators Were changing boats we were 
all drifting until we crashed into a buoy. 
CRASH! We escaped damage, and, in 
fact, the impact, together with our lighter 
load, had the miraculous effect of putting 
our engine into gear and away we sped at 
a good six to seven knots. But the other 
boat was badly gashed. The skipper now 
had had quite enough, He sailed off taking 
about 30 demonstrators 


Now our boat had turned out to be the 
surprise | “The fact that our engine had 
stalled and that we had drifted ont af the 
*hatile ” area made our re-entry totally un- 
expected The press saw us first as we 
raised the nuclear disarmament symbol. 
Then we saw sailors scurrying frantically 
about on the Proteus decks. We knew 
what that meant. We moved in un- 
molested, however, It was unbelievable. 1 
think we could not believe it ourselves. 
We dithered. ‘ Who's going first 2’ some- 
one said, though the order of scaling had 
been decided ages before. We must have 
had a good fifteen to twenty seconds to 
ourselves. If we had known what we were 
about we could have certainly painted or 
fixed a symbol to the ship's side before the 
hoses were turned on to us. But the hoses 
came just as we had got hold of a rope 
ladder. They swamped the engine first, 
straight away putting it out of action. I 
saw the spray moving towards me. I had 
time to think that the best thing to do was 
to put my head between my knees. 


* 


The police now arrived. Their Jaunch 
came alongside 1 looked up and saw a 
policeman give a signal to the Proteus to 
stop the hosing. The policeman (then 
shouted to us to go home and get dry. He 
asked us if we wanted a tow and we 
shouted “No.” To the Proteus sailors 
lining the decks above we shouted “ ‘Mhank 
you,” and “Make it warmer next time.” 
Sull we wasted time. These were valuable 
seconds we could have used before any- 
thing more would have happened. We 
could at least have hoisted a flag for we 
were still beside the ship. Instead we burst 
into sang: 

Och, Och, it's on the Holy Loch, 

On the Holy Loch, 

Get off the Holy Loch, Och, Och, Och, 

Och, Och, it's on the Holy Loch. 

We do not want Polaris. 
| looked again at the sailors. 1 noticed no 
hostility but perhaps puzzled looks. ‘Then 
we sang We shall not be moved, as our 
own medical ship began to tow us slowly 


2hevwas 


towards the shore. “fhe press were now all 
around us taking last’ photographs and 
newsteel. “Phey left us as we landed sadly 
at Kiln, by the spot where the canves 
had first gallantly set off about two hours 
eaulier. Some of these canocists were still 
out making individual sorties. Vheir great 
manauyrability made it possible continu. 
ally to escape police arrest and usually they 
were only “caught” when they had been 
hosed out of their boats into the water. 


Phe main sea action was over, We were 


alive wand unhurt Nor fad we been 
arrested, We were just very wet. The sun 
was hot but there was a cold wind, We 


had had nothing wuch to eat all day, and, 
moving around to get dry, 1 tele hungry. 
Generally an atmosphere of deflation set in 
and then depression, What were we to do 


Police try to clear the land end of Ardnadam Pier at Whitsun. 
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sea-action passengers from the motor 
launch marching, with Pat O'Connell at 
their head, from Dunoon. te was here that 
they. showed us the bolts which had been 
hurled at them, One should have expected 
that their morale would have been lower 
than ours. Some of them-—those who had 
transferred from our boat when it had been 
overloaded had not even seen any Direct 
Acuion at all. They were entitled tw feel fet 
dowa by the shipper of the motor boat, Ut 
Was Hot that the shipper was unsympathetic, 
but it was Ads boat, and he put bis baat 
before the demonstration whe at came te 
the point, One contd hacdly blame him, 
and t remembered my own iaitial irritation 
whea my food had been taken from the 
Cur, 

Despite their difliculties the morale of 
these 30 demonstrators was saved, | think, 
by Pat O'Connell, who was determined and 
indefatigable, and with an lrish gilt of the 


iin. ea 
Phota! Denis Drouven 


Local 


people and supporters stand on a wall (left) to watch, Out of the picture 
io the right is the gate io the pier. 


now? Then 1 remembered the land 
demonstration, thase who were blocking the 
Ardnadam Pier. ( wondered how they were 
getting on. 


Separation tended to break our morale. 
{ talked for most of the next haur with Pat 
Arrowsmith and accompanied her hitching 
back to Sandbank. She was feeling: par- 
tictlarly dispirited. She felt we had failed. 
Someone enterprisingly brewed tea, delic- 
ious though without milk or sugar. Still 
Pat was worried. She was determined that 
we should do something more and, if we 
would not, then she would. But tiest she 
came with me fo Sandbank to nicet up with 
other demonstrators and to get news. 


About 30 out of 100 jand demonstrators 
had been arrested, but the remainder were 
sill blocking the pier. Mast of the crowds 
had deft the beaches apart from people 
connected with the Scottish CND vigil and 
the demonstrators themselves, 


The Jand demonstration appeared to me 
then to have been the most sticcessfal part 
of the whole affair. Where they were, sit- 
ting, solid, patient, ready to sit on all 
through the night. 1 learnt afterwards that 
there had been sone unnecessary “ shouting 
back " at police and booing and cheering. 
This was tat always the fault af the sitting 
Direct Action participants but af wouldbe 
synipathetic bystanders, But the eflect was 
the same, to produce and sustain “we " and 
“they " attitudes his was contrary to the 
theory of Direct Action which was to break 
down barriers and {a seek to convince 
people by appealing to the best in them. 

Despite these reservations] which | felt 
Jater rather than at the time—tt looked im- 
pressive ta see so many people To me it 
lopked so much belter than the sea deman- 
stration had been, Vhey had set themselves 
a tisk and they were achieving it: to sit on, 
unmoved, untess physically forced, until 
noon the next day. 

Their numbers were to grow. Not only 
did those arrested earlier return and ‘sit 
down again. Pat and 1 had just left the 
pier when we met a procession of the 30 


tongue always able to express herself with 
moving simplicity, 

“Dont keep us talking,” said one of 
their number plaintively. They moved on 
with a triumph peculiarly their own, and 
we heard a great cheer go up as they halted 
by the pier and all jeined in the sit-down 
blockade. 

[ moved on to find my car. Someone 
had panctured the valves of two ryres and, 
fo make matters worse. the starter had 
seized through leaving the car hurriedly 
ona hill in gear, 

The night) was spent making contact 
with and collecting {together the vations 
groups of scattered demonstrators around 
the shores of the loch, Those with sleeping 
bags huddled together and got a little sleep, 
Anybody’s belongings were used for 
warmth, f gave out a few blankets | had 
hrought and slept a couple of hours myself 
in the car, 

Pat Arrowsmith had wanted us to mike 
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one further attempt to board the Proteus 
in our big boat. She had hoped that it 
could be done late in the evening when the 
engine had been repaired, but this proved 
impossible because, for the second time the 
elementary laws of the sea were forgotten 
and the boat was beached when the tide 
turned. This meant waiting until carly in 
the morning, and 6 am. had been fixed, 
Pat had asked us to assemble there, but 
meanwhile her own determination and rest- 
lessness led her to go out in the loch and 
hoard the pier from the sea end. On the 
second occasion she was removed and taken 
wet fifteen miles by sea to Greenock and 
left in a wet state in a police cell—and 
then after an hour or two released! Of 
course she returned on the first available 
boat, but she was too sate to supervise our 
Intended action at 6 o'clock. 

Personally, at the time, [ bad been in 
favour of this second attempt. It seemed 
to me that if we were demonstrating against 
the accepted policy of deterrence—-epito- 
mised in its most extreme and ugly form 
in the presence of the Proteus—we ought 
to show that physical force and physical 
violence were no elfective deterrent to us, 
and that therefore so long as the demon- 
stration officially lasted and we were not 
prevented by imprisonment we ought to 
keep on going back. 

But the second attempt was never made. 
Sam and a few companions set off on a 
trip to get more fuel, and that was the Jast 
time I saw the boat. T Jearnt later that, for 
the third time, it had been beached. 

Perhaps this turned out for the best, for 
with the failure of the second attempt 
nearly all the sea demonstrators returned 
to Sandbank and joined those that were 
still Jeft on the land demonstration. 


* 

1 wished everyone who had played any 
part in the whole action could have been 
with us, We were ebout a hundred strong. 
Looking back from the vantage point of 
greater detachment .and refreshed after 
sleep IT can see how events were building 
up one upon the ather making those last 
few hours the most dramatic, But at the 
lime I was surprised. 

The Jand action was really based on 
sounder strategy than the sea action. The 
aim, which was to immobilise the ship by 
blocking the entrance to the main supply 
pier, had the advantage of bringing demon- 
strators into direct personal contact with 
United States and British personnel con- 
nected with the ship and protecting the 
pier, Moreover, the procedure for a sit- 
down demonstration had been practised on 
Previous occasions and it was relatively 
simple compared with the difficulties of 
trying to prepare oneself for every con- 
tingency at sea, The idea was to keep as 
tightly packed as possible, making it im- 
possible for anyone to gain access without 
actually walking over your body. If they 
tricd {0 move you, you went limp, and as 
saoen as a gap was forced other demon- 
strators moved in to fill it. In this way a 
sailor would be forced to make a decision 
which he might—-depending on the faith- 
fulness with which demonstrators adhered 
to their non-violent principles—see in moral 
terms. The demonstrators needed to com- 
bine infinite care with rugged determina- 
tion, Wf the sailor attacked, using violence, 
he was made to feel in the wrong. And if 
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he did not attack he might be led to feel 
that the demonstrators were right. This 
was a beginning. There were many steps 
for the sailor from an awakening of new 
sensitivities to the realisation of implica- 
tions in terms of the violence of the Polaris 
of which he was an instrument. 


I overheard many discussions of the 
principles of non-violence as we sat on the 
gravel. Next to me was one of the Polaris 
Action Group who had made a close study 
of Gandhi, We analysed incidents as they 
occurred as others were doing. This pro- 
cess was going on all around us. I heard 
one man proclaim that he just could not be 
a pacifist because he was so violent in his 
normal, everyday reactions, A few minutes 
later he was to prove himself wrong. 

The Scottish police played right into the 
hands of the demonstrators, Of course, 
their task was not an easy one, If they 
arrested everybody there would be con- 
tinual publicity throughout — protracted 
court procecdings, and space needed in 
overcrowded jails would be taken up by 


humouredy he retreated the way he had 
come, No one moved up to make his task 
more difficult. He was an object lesson to 
the police. 

At eleven o’clock when we had sung 
most of the songs and everything was 
quictening down, I began to fear there 
might be another anti-climax. We had to 
sit it out another hour, The press had 
arrived now in force and taken innumer- 
able pictures, Some of them had expressed 
indignation at the violence of the police 
and sympathy for us. Then George Clark 
arrived with his loud hailer and told us 
that an official complaint had been lodged. 
The press crowded round eagerly, but the 
demonstrators cried “No, we don’t want 
to complain.” 

George Clark was baffled. 
completely been with 
moods. 

Things were quictening down again when 
suddenly out of the blue the bread van 
arrived. To my amazement it began back- 
ing as if to go right into the crowd but 


He had not 
the demonstrators’ 


... LHE ACTION 


demonstrators. If they virtually left the 
demonstrators alone I suppose they feared 
a really large-scale participation, As it was, 
they seemed to be trying to show a little 
conventional deterrence by being a little 
rough. 

But the demonstrators were not to be 
deterred, and in the end won the sympathy 
of the spectators, the press, and even some 
of the policemen themselves, At the same 
time, by not detaining demonstrators after 
arrest the police made it possible for the 
action to continue for the full scheduled 
time, from 4 p.m. on the Sunday to noon 
on the Monday. 


What happened outwardly was widely re- 
ported in the press. Three officers wanted 
to get on to the pier to return to their ship. 
A fourth oflicer arrived in a taxi, | 
watched him closely, wondering what went 
on in his mind. He had the same sort of 
puzzled look I had seen on the sailors 
cramming the decks when we were being 
drenched with the hoses. He was weighing 
it up as he leant on the sea wall a few 
yards from the front row of demonstrators. 
When the police came and charged into the 
sitting crowd to make a gangway, throw- 
ing bodies this way and that, and when the 
first attempt failed because the police be- 
came exhausted and the officers had not the 
ability to go through with it, the fourth 
officer changed his mind and returned to 
his taxi, 


* 
The most interesting thing for me in all 
the widely reported scenes of police 


violence was 10 watch individual policemen. 
Most of them gradually became less violent, 
and this was not merely because of physical 
exhaustion. [Jt was true one or two seemed 
bent on being as boorish as possible. I 
saw one, for absolutely no reason whatso- 
ever, toss a rucksack info the sea, But 
after each bout of violence had subsided 
the more sympathetic policemen were to be 
seen chatting with the demonstrators. And 
gradually more were showing themselves to 
be sympathetic. The barriers were break- 
ing down, I am sure this tendency would 
have been much more marked had not fresh 
police come on to the scene so that the 
process had to begin again. 


In the interludes between police attempts 
to disturb us we ate rolls, read newspapers, 
carried on discussions, And more and more 
frequently, and more and more seriously, 
as the tension heightened, we stung the 
Campaign songs. This was such a contrast 
to the way the songs are sung on Alder- 
maston marches--either as skiffles or more 
usually slovenly and aggressively—now it 
was the expression of a deep hymn. A line 
we perhaps tend to forget in the H-Bomb 
Thunder song sticks with me: 


Will you bring death to a stranger ? 


There was sadness and firmness, a blend 
of triumph and hope, and we alsa kept a 
sense of humour. Afier the rough and 
tumble of the four ollicers trying to reach 
their ship, a gentle postman picked a way 
quietly and carefully between the bodies. 
Unmolested and apologetically he handed 
one letter through the wire mesh netting 
guarding the pier entrance, and then good- 


just stopped short of the front row of 
squatters, Had the police gone completely 
mad ? Squads of them ran out of the hotel 
on the opposite side of the road and 
charged into the crowd, grabbing hold of 
a leg or an arm or people's hair or any- 
thing they could grip. As one demonstrator 
was dragged away another rolled into posi- 
tion, | saw more than one policeman stop 
momentarily and take a breather. It must 
have been exhausting work. There was no 
retaliation from any of the demonstrators. 
One accidentally kicked a policeman in the 
jaw on going limp, thus giving this par- 
ticular policeman the necessary energy to 
continue being rough. But for the most 
part non-violence had its effect. Police 
could be heard beginning to plead with 
demonstrators and apologising for their 
roughness. 


Cameras photographed the whole inci- 
dent. The press was now utterly with us. 
Some joined in the singing. 

We shall not, we shall not be moved... 

Just like a tree thas standing by the 

wider, 

We shall not be moved. 

Then we sang the H-bomb song again more 
beautifully than ever. 
Time is short, we must be speedy, 
We can see the hungry filled, 
House the homeless, help the needy. 
Shall we blast, or shall be build ? 


Someone was distributing Hterature to 
spectators and to the police. To my amaze- 
ment policemen in their ruffled uniforms, 
the same policemen who had been man- 
handling us a moment or two previously, 
were now sympathetically reading what we 
had to say. Some handbills were passed to 
more police and sailors on the pier, A 
conversation was going on between one 
demonstrator and a policeman on the pier 
who said his wife would join the Cam- 
paign. The barriers were down, 

Thanks to the incident of the bread van 
and the firmness of the demonstrators there 
was now no longer any fear of an anti- 
climax. The excitement was still mounting. 
There were twenty minutes to go. A few 
messages were given out about transport 
arrangements, Then it was announced 
that permission had been sought and 
granted for the demonstrators to march as 
a body back to Dunoon. They would 
march without banners, apart from one 
head banner, and luggage was to be trans- 
ported, They were weary cnough. Some 
had minor injuries or were suffering from 
shock. 

An old lady of 71 who had been knocked 
around was discussing the issues involved 
with a group of police. Then Tan Dixon 
spoke. Tan had been in charge of the land 
demonstration. He was unobtrusive in his 
methods of carefully preparing the crowd 
to be non-violent, He was usually quietly 
spoken and always persuasive, waiting the 
right moment to speak. He called on Pat 
O'Connell to make a speech. 

Pat, utterly weary and very nearly faint- 
ing after having been sitting down so long 
and then quickly standing upright, spoke a 
few brief sentences, as always from the 
depths of her being. “YT wish to thank you 
all,” she said, “especially the gallant 


canoeists. We achieved what we set out to 
do, and as we wamed President Kennedy 
by cablegram we would do, we immobilised 
the base. Our demonstration is for 
everybody, not only in Scotland and Eng- 
land and Wales and Ireland, but for every- 
body in the world, for the right to live. I 
want the right to live for my children, and 
for all our children.” 


fan Dixon announced that we would end 
with a few minutes’ silence in memory of 
those who had died as a result of atomic 
and hydrogen bombs already exploded and 
as a result of the nuclear policies of all 
nations. 

We stood up. The silence was complete. 
Cameras were lowered. The police stood 
still, and some had handbills in their hands. 
Suddenly we were one people, all of us, 
because we were human beings, stripped of 
our uniforms, our poses, stripped of all that 
is superficial and false that we gather to 
ourselves, 

The spirit of non-violence had overtaken 
us and brought out the best, It had over- 


ENDS 


taken our feeble efforts, our previous in- 
ability to co-operate, our slovenliness and 
irresponsibility. We had won a_ victory 
without violence and a victory over our- 
selves. 

The immediate effects were to be seen in 
the press the next morning, The reporters 
did not let us down. I have just been re- 
reading the Daily Afail for Tuesday, May 
23. Ft is not @ paper normally showing 
much sympathy for the cause of nuclear 
disarmament. Frequently I have read in 
its columns reports which have irritated me, 
or, more frequently, saddened me. But 
whatever it prints in the future I would 
commend it for the good of this edition 
which nothing can undo. On the front 
page, beneath a massive headline, its corre- 
spondent writes: 

“T saw one police sergeant on two 
occasions grab a demonstrator by the 
hair and hurl him several yards on to the 
gravel, I saw a woman of 71 thrown 
bodily at a heap of other people, , . 

“To did not see any victims of these 
tactics retaliate, either physically or 
verbally. ‘They just sat or lay there 
taking their punishment, Between forays 
by the police they sang songs including 
one called The Family of Man and 
another We Shall Not Re Moved." 
Five years ago I was as concerned about 

peace demonstrations as T am now. But 
five years ago | would not have thought it 
possible for such sympathetic reports to 
appear in popular newspapers. 

On the inside page of the same Daily 
Mail there is a feature article about Dr. 
Martin Luther King, for on the same day 


as our demonstration there were racial 
demonstrations in Alabama, ‘The article 
comparing Dr. King with Mahatma 


Gandhi, quotes: 

“The strong man is a man who can 

stand up for his rights and not hit back.” 
The Daily Mail article continues: 

“Dr, King organised a Negro boycott 
of the segregated buses in Montgomery, 
Alabama, today’s tragedy centre. Against 
fresh mobs, fresh blows, tear-gas, and the 
massed hatred of the Whites, in a city 
where many of the police are said to 
belong to the Ku Klux Klan, they, the 
Freedom Riders, continue their non- 
violence, confident that it is bound to 
win in the face of crude violence. And 
behind them a young Negro, would-be 
parson, who says: ‘AI right, hit me. 
Kill me. 1 forgive you. . 2 Against 
stuff like this, how can the Whites of 
Alabama in the end prevail?” 

Yet again, on the same page of the same 
issue of the Daily Mail for May 23, 1961, 
there is a cartoon, Neproes in canoes are 
attempting to board a ship. They are met 
by a violent White mob with hoses making 
them fall into the water. The name of the 
ship is U.S.S, Integration. 

I do not know how long the ship Proteus 
will stand in the Haly Loch. But this T do 
know in the words of the newspaper: 
“Against stuff like this, how can the 
Whites of Alabama in the end prevail 2” 

Or the Whites or any of us, Or any 
violence which is the inhuman retaliation 
of war and preparation for war. How long 
can it prevail ? 
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10-—-PEACE NEWS, September 8, 1961 


World War EIT by accident? 


“ MANY wars in history have been 
' more or less ‘accidental.’ But 
the destructive power of modern 
Weapons, and the extraordinary com- 
pression of military time that goes 
with them bring to the question of 
accidental war a new and potentially 
terrifying significance,” says a report 
published last year in the USA by an 
Ohio State University research group. 


in their attempt to survey opinion on the 
dangers of accidental war in the Sixties, the 
group sent enquiries to military and poli- 
tical experts in the US. 

‘The majority of those replying ranked 
the spread of limiled war as the Most seri- 
ous danger, with diplomatic miscalculation 
a close second. 

“One senior military analyst rated the 
joint probability of war from these two at 
50 per cent in the next 10 years.’ 

‘the report reveals that nuclear weapons 
have been involved in about 10 major 
accidents, but there have been no nuclear 
explosions. “ One operational ICBM blew 
up on jts Jaunching pad. Anti-aircraft 
missiles have misfired several times and 
have been accidentally launched at least 
twice. False radar warnings, including an 
apparent flight of bombers moving over the 
Atlantic at 2,000 m.p.h., have occurred 
frequently, There have becn many test 
alerts of US retaliatory machinery. 

“On the Communist side of the fence 
very little is known, but Premier Kiirush- 
chev is reliably reported to have told then 


* Accidental War: Some Dangers in the 
1900s," A Mershon National Security Pro- 
graninie: Research Paper. Available from 
Housmans Bookshop, London, at 2s. 6d. 


Some dangers 


Vice-President Nixon about an erratic 
Soviet missile which was destroyed by a 
signal from the ground as it headed toward 
Alaska. 


“Many kinds of possible systems acci- 
dents have been suggested, sometimes, we 
believe, without much technical basis in 
fact. Neither a flock of geese nor a shower 
af meteors is likely now to trigger US re- 
tallauon with manned bombers.” 


The danger is growing in the missile age 
since the present “ positive control” of air- 
borne bombers has no parallel in ballistic 
missiles, 


“Operational missile warheads are not 
armed until ready for firing, but the missiles 
do not have effective ‘destruct’ systems 
which would allow them to be destroyed 
in flight.” 


A dozen major incidents involving US 
nuclear weapons are known or reliably be- 
lieved to have occurred, mostly in plane 
crashes. “Two of these ‘ Broken-Arrows,’ 
to use the unclassified Air Force code word 
for an accident involving a nuclear weapon, 
Were Overseas, one in England and the 
other in North Africa, On two occasions, 
one conlirmed by the Air Force, nuclear 
weapons or parts of them are believed to 
have been jettisoned in emergencies over 
water by planes in flight. On one occasion, 
in North Carolina, a nuclear weapon was 
accidentally dropped by a B-47 in flight 
with a chemical explosion on impact. 

“Four other ‘Broken-Arrows' have 
occurred in plane crashes in Texas, Louis- 
jana, New Mexico, and Kentucky, <A 
nuclear-armed B-47 exploded on the ground 


in the Sixties 


at a Louisiana base. Most recently, a 
Bomarc anti-aircraft missile with a nuclear 
warhead burned at a New Jersey base. In 
many of these incidents a localised radia- 
tion hazard has existed briefly and 
measures have been taken to seal off and 
decontaminate the area allected. 


“ Many lesser accidents involved in the 
maintenance, transportation, modernisation, 
etc., of actual nuclear weapons are known 
to have occurred. One informed estimate 
places the number of these at about 50 
for US weapons since World War IH. 


“The fact that, in a sizeable number of 
accidents, no nuclear explosions have re- 
sulted indicates that, to date, US nuclear 


weapons have effective built-in safety 
features. Some of these features have been 
proved in Nevada weapons tests. A con- 


sideration of the physical conditions which 
must exist for a nuclear explosion to occur 


Suggests a  varicty of electrical and 
mechanical safeguards, and many of these 
are presumably incorporated into US 


nuclear weapons. 


“SAC crews are thoroughly trained in 
handling their weapons and jn the sequence 
of steps in the arming process. For 
weapons Carried in bombers and manually 
armed in flight a maximum number of 
safeguards is possible. But for weapons 
inaccessible in flight, in missiles such as 
Atlas or Minuteman or externally carried 
by aircraft (such as Hound Dog), arming 
must be accomplished automatically or 
electrically, and more diflicult safety pro- 
blems are clearly presented. 


“Some semi-official estimates place the 


apt nastier ttt ttt qc ttt 
Proliles of Afviean leaders — V 


JOSHUA 


AST month in London, Joshua 
“Nkomo, the President-General of 
the National Democratic Party of 
Southern Rhodesia, made a decisive 


statement. European interests in 
Southern Rhodesia, he said, re- 
mained paramount, and African 


claims for democratic representation 
were rejected. “We have nego- 
tiated patiently; now negotiations 
shall be put aside.” 

These words came from a man whose back- 
ground show him to be both moderate 
and reasonable. Born in 1917, he was 
educated in Southern Rhodesia and South 
Africa, In 1947 he returned home to 
work as a social welfare officer on the 
Rhodesia Railways, His spare time was 
devoted to study and he eventually gained 
an external degree in Social Science from 
the University of South Africa. 

Tn £95 he became General Secretary of the 
Rhodesian Railways Employees Associa- 
tion. In 1952 he became leader of the 
African National Congress and his poli- 
tical career had begun. He agreed in 
that year to accompany Sir Godfrey 
Tfuggins to the London Conference to 
discuss Federation pyoposals. 

Nkaino listened to the proposals and was 
bitterly opposed to them. Wack in 
Southern Rhodesia he protested against 
Federation, but it was all in vain. In 
1953 the Federation came into being and 
the first Federal elections were held. 
Nkomo stood as a candidate but was 
defeated by a predominantly White elec- 
torate. 

He resigned froin his post on the railways 
and went into business in Bulawayo. 
The African National Congress, which 
hud never been a strong organisation, 
was at a low ebb. In 1957, however, it 
waa revived and Nkomo was elected 
President-General, 

In December, 1958, the firat All-African 
People's Conference was held in Accra 
und Joshua Nkomo attended representing 
the ANC. After the Conference he visited 


NKOMO 


OT] 
4 ¥ 1 


Will Green 


Cairo and was still on his travels on 
February 26, 1959, when a state of emer- 
gency was declared in Southern Rhodesia. 
Some 400 members of Congress were 
arrested and detained, and on May 15 the 
ANC was banned. 

Nkomo went into exile and established his 
headquarters in a small house in North 
London. He embarked on speaking tours 
throughout Britain and the world, rous- 
ing opposition to what was being done in 
the Federation. In Britain he gained a 
reputation for powerful and moving 
speeches, reinforced with devastating 
flashes of humour which left the League 
of Empire Loyalist hecklers speechless. 

In December, 1959, following the example 
of the Nyasaland and Northern Rhode- 
sian African nationalists, a new Party 
was born in Southern Rhodesia to replace 
the prohibited ANC. The National 


Photo 


Democratic Party, as it was called, was 
led by Michael Mawema. Joshua Nkomo 
became the Director of International and 
External Affairs and head of the London 
ollice. 


In the months that followed bad health 
forced Michael Mawema to resign, and 
so in October, 1960, Nkomo was elected 
President-General of the NDP. Sir 
Edgar Whitehead stated that the order of 
arrest made out against him would not be 
executed if he returned. Hence after 
nearly two years, Joshua Nkomo was 
able to resume the African leadership in 
Southern Rhodesia, The NDP, he said, 
“wanted to establish a non-raeial socicty. 
It did not accept the concept of multi- 
racialism, which divided people into two 
irreconcilable nations living in one state.” 

In December Nkomoa was back in London 
for the first stage of the Southern Rhode- 
sian constitutional talks, In February, 
1961, the talks were concluded and the 
proposals announced. They fell far short 
of the NDP’s demands, but Nkomo’s 
immediate reaction was that they con- 
stituted a very smail step forward. He 
stated that Africans would not stand in 
the way of the new constitution but 
would continue the fight for “one mun, 
one vote." 

After a closer study of the proposals NDP 
members became more and more critica} 
and Party leaders came under heavy 
pressure to dissociate themselves from the 
report. Joshua Nkomo became more 
vocal in his opposition, ‘“ A leader ig he 
who expresses the wishes of his followers; 
no sane leader can disregard the voice of 
his people and supporters.” 

His predicament is a good example of the 
situation in which many African leaders 
find themselves. Hoping to achieve re- 
sults through negoliation, he must speak 
with a moderate voice. When, however, 
White settlers block African advance and 
his achievements are slight, then he is 
accused of weakness. ‘‘ Now negotiations 
shall be put aside,” he has said. 

There is only one hope remaining if a 
serious Tacial clash is to be avoided, The 
White rulers of Southern Rhodesia must 
recognise that the only hope for peace 
and security lies not in force but in the 
recognition of African rights. 

KEITHE LYE 


probability of explosion of a single weapon 
under stress, as in a crash or maintenance 
mishap, in the onc-in- 1,000,000 to one-in« 
[,000,000,000 range.. Our own order of 
magnitude . judgment suggests that one in 
100,000 would be a more realistic average 
value lor different kinds of weapons. 


“Making some reasonable assumptions 
about the number of weapons (10,000 for 
the US), the miles travelled by the average 
weapon in 10 years, the crash rate of 
weapons carriers, the frequency of signifi- 
cant maintenance operations, etc., we are 
led to the conclusion that the chances are 
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Mental breakdown 


Modern weapons have brought a 
great downward diffusion of effective, 
if not theoretical, responsibility for 
great destructive power to thousands 
of persons, 

Some World War H data on the 
general incidence of mental break- 
down in the military services are per- 
tinent, if not conclusive, for the cir- 
cumstances of particular concern in 
the 1960s. In the US forces 43 per 
cent of all medical discharges were 
for neuro-psychiatric causes. 

A large proportion of these dis- 
charges—40 per cent in’ a similar 
Royal Air Force study—occurred 
before operational or combat experi- 
ence. In the RAF there was no evid- 


ence of predisposition to mental 
breakdown in 32 per cent of all 
cases. 


Of twelye psychiatrists with mili- 
tary experience whose opinions we 
sought, 10 believed that the problem 
of human aberrations in relation to 
modern weapons systems was scrious 
cnough (o warrant extensive consider- 
ation, ‘Phere was gencral agreement 
that no existing tests will reliably 
Screen out individuals susceptible to 
mental breakdowns, 

The range of potentially serious 
psychological problems is extremely 
wide. The possibly harmful effects 
of great responsibility, maintained 
over Jong periods in an essentially 
passive peacetime (or Cold Wartime) 
role, are nearly impossible to predict. 

On a statistical basis and over u 
period of years, the probability of a 
few breakdowns in positions of great 
responsibility is high. 

Accidental War: Some 
gers in the 1960s. 
State University, 


Dan- 
Ohio 
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of the order of one in 100 that a Us 
nuclear weapon will explode at sume time 
in the next 10 years, 

“ This extremely approximate estimate is 
for essentially mechanical malfunctions 
only; we make no attempt to quantify the 
vanious possibilities of human error, Nor 
do we have any basis for quantitative 
Speculation on the likelihood of explosion 
of the nuclear weapons ot other countries. 


“Would an accidental iniclear explosion 
Start a war? Possibly, but probably not, 
unless it occurred in a time of extreme 
tension or unless it happened to 
destroy an important city or military target 
or there were reasons to believe that it was 
really an enemy weapon.” 

In a section dealing with human failures 
the report conchides: “Phe dangers of 
accidental war resulting from some form 
of human aberration in the next 10 years 
are nearly impossible to quantify. But the 
Tange of possibilities is very large and, at 
least in comparison with technical accidents, 
safeguards are harder to devise.” 


The group reached the conclusion that: 
“Taking together all the dangers, there is 
a significant chance that a major accidental 
war may occur at some time in the 1960s. 
The problem of accidental war has received 
too tittle public recognition and discussion 
and, very probably, too little explicit atten- 
tion in our security planning.” 

They urge official recognition of this 
danger and “a publicly declared intention ” 
to scek ways to end it. 


THE FUTURE OF THE COMMEPTEE OF LOO — TI 


We need a wider 


radical movement 
By the Rev. Michael Scott 


Towards the end of lust year 


Michael Scott joined with Earl 


Russell in invitine people to form the Committee of LOO) for 


civil disobedience against nuclear weapons. 


He is hon. director 


of the Africa Bureau in London and a member of Peace News 


Board. 


At the end of last week he flew out to Yugoslavia te 


represent the Committee at the conference of neutral nations. 


FPSHE time is overdue for us to recognise the necessity of a movement wider 
than the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and the Committee of 100, 
but of which the latter might form an advance guard or flying column, show- 


ing the possibilities and techniques 
open to such a wider radical move- 
ment. 


This movement could be briefly described 
on its negative side as an anti-war move- 
ment, looking to all organisations—reli- 
glous, political, social and trade union 
vitally concerned to prevent war. — Inter- 
nationally it would look to the uncominitted 
and would-be neutralist states meeting tn 


Yugoslavia, and to those struggling to 
assert their independence in South 
America, Africa and Asia. It would: in 


urn support policies which increasc the 
areas of demilitarisation, disarmament and 
de-commitment in the cold war. 


It would support particular movements 
of civil disobedience or non-co-operation 
against nuclear war in Britain’ and other 
countries emphasising the importance of 
hon-violent techniques. mass civil disobedi- 
cence, strikes, ete., as compared with violent 
or anarchical actions. 

On the positive side the movement would 
initiate people's assemblies and local action 
committees which would link the danger of 
wat with the waste of war preparations and 
the consequent deprivation of the people at 
their rightful wages, standards of life, social 
and cultural amenities which in a world of 
expanding scientific knowledge and its 
application could be opening up to the 
peoples of the world, 


* 


Ihe movement would sponsor conter- 
ences at the highest level on social and 
ceonomic planning, and on the application 
of new industrial techniques to the eleva- 
tion of living standards and the emancipa- 
tion of colonial and undeveloped areas of 
the earth. Such conferences could plan 
as an alternative to the European Common 
Market the expansion of markets with the 
raising of purchasing power, putuing the 
emphasis on co-operative production: and 
fair prices for primary producers, inter- 
national and disinicrested economic aid in 
developing services essential to develop- 
ment, viz., education, communications, ete, 

The beginnings of such a movement are 
visible in the spontaneous growth of organ- 
isations concerned with poverty, refugees, 
freedom from colonialism, ete., while the 
More conventional political, movements 
languish, 

At the present time reaction and neo- 
colonialism are tighting back — against 
African emancipation in the industrial areas 
of North Africa and South and Central 
Africa the gold and diamond mining 
ureas, and the copper belt of the Rhodesias 
and Katanga and the areas on which they 
depend for migrant labour (Angola and 
Mozambique). Cuba's revolution is seen as 
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a omenace to) the “West” in South 
America but not by South Americans, who 
become increasingly restless under US 
monopolies. 

In Britain the attack on wages beginning 
with the professional classes of teachers 
and civil servants is likely to spread rather 
than diminish. The Labour and trade 
union movement will soon be faced with a 
growing discontent and demand for resist- 
ance to conservative and restrictive solu- 
tions to the problems of a deepening 
economic crisis, 


x 


In Britain as in France, Belgium and 
other colonial countries the fink between 
disarmament and economic growth, techno- 
Jogical re-organisation and economic deve- 
lopment and hberal colonial policies over- 
seas is likely to become ever more appa- 
rent. dt is ont of these trends that a move- 
ment against war on a scale nuch wider 
and more high-powered than the anti- 
fascist and popular front movements of the 
Thirties can be created out of the morass 
and frustration of purty polities and caucus- 
dominated political hfe of our time. 

Such a movement, it has been suggested, 
might be called after the initia! Committee 
of {00 sit-down in Parliament Square 
against Polaris—* Movement for Life’” 
would develop its own fiterature. 14 would 
have its own recognised and effective tech- 
niques of struggle. It would have com- 
muttees in different localities dealing with 
Jocal housing, industrial and caustimer 
questions as well as the demand for peace 
in our ume. 


There would also be action groups of 
civil disobedience volunteers who would RO 
into action whenever necessary--for  ex- 
ample, in support of sections of the corm- 
munity who may be inarticulate, unorgan- 
ised or inhibited from strike action them- 
selves, such as firemen, nurses or old-age 
pensioners, In this way also the public 
would be educated in the connection be- 
tween the menace of war and the urgent 
necds of peaceful and constructive develop- 
ment, 


* 


The Committee of 100 could help in the 
intiation of this movement by setting up 
local action committees to enrol valunteers 
and to send representatives 10 a supporting 
demonstration in mid-September, [t would 
set the aim of @ People’s Assembly at which 
an alternative budget would be presented 
and contrasted with existing estimates, viz., 
{1,608 millions oan “Defence”: £612 
millions on health; £926 millions on schools, 
see education, housing, hospitals, police, 
roads. 


From this People’s Assembly held during 
the Parliamentary recess cally would go out 
for similar assemblies in other countries to 
impress on the statesmen the urgency of 
their tasks and the determination of the 
people not to be led to their extermination 
but to come to prips with the real problems 
of existence and survival, 

Proposals would be forniilated for the 
teform of the Uniled Nations to make it 
more representauve and to strengthen its 
constrictive programme — through — the 
specialised agencies and technical assistance 
so that it can be made an effective aller- 
native ta war as a means of resolving 
wattd problems. 


(Part (V--September 29.) 


PEACE NEWS, September 8, 1961—E} 


BANNED 


The Committee of 100 is holding meetings and 
demonstrations in an attempt to avoid nuclear war. 

The British authorities have been confronted, in 
the Committee’s supporters, by a disarmament 
movement which has the power co enforce its 
demands, Their reply has been to ban all meetings 
| in which specific acts of non-violent civil disobedi- 
ence are advocated. Members of the Committee | 
have now been summoned to Court for organising 
“breaches of the peace.” 

The Government is curtailing the right of free 
| speech and the right of assembly solely because of 
| the potential effectiveness of mass civil disobedi- 
| ence. 
| All those who believe that this country should 
renounce nuclear weapons must now come forward. 
The decision of the Government to ban our meetings 
must be defied. We appeal to you to take part in 
the Trafalgar Square rally, to sit down with us, to 
give money and to continue our work when we are 
imprisoned. This is the test; tt may be our last 
chance. 


Saturday, September 16: Sit-down demonstration at 
the Holy Loch to immobilise the Polaris base. 
March leaves Dunoon, with supporters, at 2,30. 
Sit-down starts at Ardnadam Pier at 4 p.m. We 
need at least 1,000 sitting down, Committee 
coaches from London (seats 50s.). 


Sunday, September 17: Rally in Trafalgar Square, 5 
sharp. Bertrand Russell will be with us. March to 
Parliament Square at 5.30 for a Public Assembly 
and sit-down. We need at least 10,000 sitting 
down. 


COMMITTEE OF 100 


(President: Bertrand Russell, OM, FRS) } 


Helen Allegranza Michaal Gotch Margaret O’ Cannell 


Lindsay Anderson David Graham F. Q'Hanton 
Lady Clare Annesley Bob Gregory John Osborne 
John Ardan Mary Grigg Calin Painter 


Margaretta Arden 
Pat Arrowsmith 


} Robin Hall 
Ernvst Bader 
| 


Nicholas Harding 
Trevor tation 
Laurence Hisiam 
David Hoggett 
fahn Hoyiand 
Martin Hyman 
Alex Jacobs 
Augustus John, ON 
icholay Johnson 


John Papworth 

Pat Pottle 

Adam Parker Rhodes 
Dr. John Paulett 
Malcolm Plttack 
loan Pitrock 

Ines Randall 
Michael Randie 

Sir Herbert Read 
Heather Richardson 


john Berger 

Eric @oathny 

jack Bowles 

| Lord Boyd Orr, FRS 
Joha Bralne 

Douglas Brewood ¢Sar.)} 
Douglas Brewood (jor.) 


QOilver Brown Bill Kaye Mary Ringslebon 
| Wendy Burtin Ann Kerr Ernest. Radker 
jane Bucten Or. Fergua King &. G. PF. Rowa 


Lady Edith Russell 
Ralph Schocrinan 
Rev, Michael Scott 
ivan Seruya 

Taddy Seruya 
Peter Dieby Smith 
R. WwW. Smith 
Yony Smythe 


pril Carter 

Terence Chandler 
George Clark 
Major C. V. Clarke 
Una Collins 

Dr. Alex Comfort 
John Crallan 

| Elizabeth Bales 


ev. KR. £. Mickby 
Michie! Leaver 

Kd Lewis 

tsobal Lindsay 
Christophar Logue 
K. Alaa Longman 
Alan Lovell 
David Lumsdaine 


}. Alun David Hugh MacDiarmid Rabla E. Swingler 

Shelagh Nelane Fat McConnell Chris Warbls 
Fancls Deutsch George Melly WH Worren 

tan Dixon Gustav Metzger Barbara Webb 

| Reuben Flor Bernard HK. Miles Dr. W. Weilnbery 
| Hilda Fitter Or. jack Mongar Arnold Wesker 
John Fletcher Dr. Jahn Marris Alan White 

| Harold Foste KR. 8. Muirhead Shiney Wood 
| William Garhiil John Neville Biddy Youngday 


Dorothy Glaister 
Janet Goadricke 


oha Nicholls 
ichael Nolan 


Alastale Fule 
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Towill fake part in the Parliataent Square Assembly on 
September 17. 

1 will take part in the sit-dawn demonstration at the Holy 
Loch on Septerniber 16. { 
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STOP PRESS 


K and K don’t 


understand 
— RUSSELL 


VW EDNESDAY night’s sit-down pro- 
Y eee : 

test at the U.S. Embassy in Lon- 
don had not started as “ Peace News x 
went to press, The following is the full 
text of Bertrand Russell's appeal dis- 
tributed in 10,000 leaflets that after- 
noon ! 

“The US, Government has announced 
that it will resume underground tests and 
has threatened to resume atmospheric tests 
after September 9 if the Soviet Government 
does not agree to stop such tests. It Is 
tragic that the moral advantage which the 
West had begun to achieve through Soviet 
resumption of tests has been so quickly 
thrown away, 

“Te is still more tragic that Kennedy’s 
statement shows that he, like Khrushchev, 
doey not understand the nature of nuclear 
war. He says that he must ‘Take those 
steps which prudent men may find essen- 
tial’ and speaks of U.S, responsibility ‘ for 
the security of other free nations.’ The 
steps so advertised are steps towards 
nuclear war, 

* 

“In a nuclear war, as U.S. authorities 
have stated, all the inhabitants of Western 
Europe and Gritain will perish, Is this 
‘security’? Is it ‘prudent’ to risk not only 
the obliteration of Jéritain, France and Ger- 
many but the end of the U.S, and the 
U.S.S.R. as organised communities? 


“If you do not desire that you, your 
family, your country and civilisation should 
perish to satisfy a mad, stubborn pride, you 
must call upon our Government and the 
other governinents of East and West to 
abandon these useless tests with their lethal 
fall-out, 

*No one’s purpose can be achieved by 
nuclear war which can involve only vast 
death and universal disaster, Every step 
towards war is a step towards futile death. 
We demand: No resumption of tests ; No 
war over Berlin. We call upon the whole 
population of Britain to support — this 
demand, 

“Jt is imperative that these demands be 
demonstrated tonight in a great sit-down 
protest,” 


Uf the world crisix becume a personal 
crisis for everyone it would cease to 
exist,” says 


REGINALD REYNOLDS 
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SOVIET TESTS: PROMPT CND 
ACTION WON WIDE SUPPORT 


“When the news came through this morning of Russia's decision to 
resume nuclear testing, | heard several people ask: ‘ Will the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament who are so vocal against Western testing protest 


against this)? 


“There have been a evod many accusations of ‘ fellow-travelling’ 


thrown their way. 


“Whatever one may think about the rights and wrongs of their case, 
most of us will be impressed at the speed and vigour with which the 
CND have demonstrated that they object to Communist bombs as much 
as Western bombs.”—-The Londoner’s Diary, Evening Standard, Aug. 31, 


Y noon on August 31, the day on 

which it was announced that the 
USSR was resuming nuclear tests, the 
Committee of 100 had leaflets on the 
press announcing a sit-down for that 
evening, and the London CND had 
placed a picket outside the Soviet 
Embussy. 

The Committee of 100’s leaflet carried a 
statement made that morning by Bertrand 
Russell : 

“ANH friends of peace must profoundly 


50 in court 
on Tuesday 


IIE Committee of 100 state that they 

understand the following are to be 
summoned to Bow Street Court next Tues- 
day, September 12, at 10.30 a.m, 


Tady Clare Annesley, Pat Arrowsmith, Jack 
Bowles, Lord = Auyd-Orr, Robert Bolt, Donglas 
Brewood, Sor. & Jnr., Wendy Butlia, Jane Buxtos. 
April, Carter, Terence Chandier, George Clark, 


Dr, Alex Comfort, Francis Deutsch, fan Diton, 
Rueben Fior, Hilda Fitter, Hob Gregory, Trevor 
Matton, Laurence Hislam, John Hoyland, Ann Kerr, 
Dr. Fergus King, Michael Lesser. 


Christopher Logue, Alan Lovell, Gustav Metzger, 
Bernard Miles, Dr. Jack Mongar, Michael Nolan, 
Margaret (Pat) O'Connell, John Papworth, Dr. Joha 
Paulett, Inez Randall, Michael Raudic, Heather 
Richardson, Ernest Rodker. 


Lord & Lady Russell, Ralph Schoenman, Rey. 
Michael Scote, Ivan & Teddy Setoya, Tony Smythe, 
Chris Warbis, Will Warren, Dr. Weinberg. 
Arnold Wesker, Biddy Youngday, Alastair Yule. 


The Committee.is encouraging its sup- 
porters to be present in large numbers. 


Lord Boyd Orr had not received his sum- 
mons as Peace News went to press. Told 
by our staff that it was believed that it was 
on its way, he replied “ Good." He added 
that he “ would lose no sleep over it.” 

Fighty-nine-year-old Earl Russell has told 
the Committce of 100 that he will refuse to 
be bound over and will go to prison. 


PN and the summonses 


@!TAFF members April Carter and Wendy 
Butlin, film critic Alan Lovell, Hon. Treas- 
urer Lady Clare Annesley and Board mem- 
ber Michael Scott are expected to appear 
at Bow Street on ‘Tuesday next along with 
a number of other Peace News voluntary 
workers. Oliver Mahler, accounts depart- 
ment, faces imprisonment following refusal 
to pay a fine after the Soviet Embassy sit- 
down, 

Production of the paper will continue as 
usual, but a special appeal is made for 
voluntary helpers on Wednesday evenings 
and Thursday mornings to replace those 
expecting to go to prison, 

In this emergency situation the office is 
likely to be faced with all kinds of demands 
on its energies and resources, ft must be 
in a position to give practical help wherever 
needed, Unfortunately, our financial 
reserves ure used up and until the Christ- 
mas fund-raising campaign gets under way 
we have day-to-day difficulty in meeting 
our essential commitments, 

Some readers will be able to assist yolun- 
tarily in the olfice, but everyone reahsing 
the urgency of the present situation can 
respond to Jack Shepherd’s appeal on page 
three for the PN Fand. 

Next week's Peace News will contain full 
news of campaigning in this crisis—and 
details of the next immediate wave of 
demonstrations, It will be on sale in central 
London during the Commiitee of 100’s sit- 
down on September 17, 


regret the Soviet decision to resume nuclear 
tests which will almost certainly be followed 
by a resumption of tests in the West. 

“The long conferences on the banning of 
tests had come a long way towards agree- 
ment, and it is profoundly to be deplored 
that the new policy of the Soviet Govern- 
ment has made all this work of no avail.” 


Vhe leaflet concluded: “ This is a non- 
violent demonstration. It means recognising 
that a protest of this kind without violence 
is the only effective method. . . Angry or 
insulting words will be avoided, no matter 
what provocation.” 


While the leaflets were coming off the 
press the Committee’s recently organised 
scheme for calling up supporters by ‘phone 
went into action enabling a silent proces- 
sion of 130 people to walk from Notting 
Hill tube station to the Embassy. 


On the following day [16 of the 136 
pcople who sat down there appeared at 
West London Magistrates’ Court charged 
with obstruction, 


The magistrate, Mr. EB. R. Guest, took 
about an hour and a half to deal with the 
batches of demonstrators. 


One of the first to appear was London 
County Councillor Mrs. Ann Kerr, who 
told him: 


“As a mother who went to Geneva in 
1958, sent by the British Committee of 
Parents, the very least I could do was to 
express my very strong feelings in this way. 
| felt we must make this protest on behalf 


Next week’s 
protests 


["] FROM PAGE ONE 


demonstrations are being arranged 
other dates. 

ITALY: Danilo Dolci has indicated his 
willingness to collect signatures to a de- 
claration in support of the Committee of 
100. 


INDIA: The International Sarvodaya 
Centre is planning demonstrations in 
Bagalore and getting publicity for the 
Committee of 100 in the Indian press. 


NEW ZEALAND: The Auckland Women’s 
Union are hoping to organise actions, 
AUSTRALIA : A motorcade possibly with 
teams of relay walkers will carry a protest 
several hundred miles to Canberra on 

Sept. 19 and 20. 

News of action in the West is being 
apread through Poland by ward of mouth 
as the San Francisco-to-Moscow marchers 
near the Sovict fronticr, Thousands of 
leaflets have been given out daily to eager 
crowds who have thronged round the 
marchers whenever they have made a halt. 


on 


of parents throughout the world. 1 
would like to say to Britain, ‘Wake up, 
wake up, before it is too late.’” 

One of the demonstrators told the magis- 
trate of the death from feukaemia of a 
three-year-old child of a friend. “It was. 
attributed by scientists to radio-activity,” he 
added, 

After the court hearings, Michael Randle, 
Secretary of the Committee, went with other 
committee members to the Embassy and 
asked to see the Ambassador. When told 
that this was not possible and that no 
appointment could be made, they said that 
they would sit down in the Embassy until 
they could meet him. 

After a hurricd consultation the officials 
arranged for a mecting for the following 
morning. 

Karly morning footnote: At 3 a.m, fast 
Monday morning Christopher Farley and 
Ralph Schoenman were delivering Comn- 
mittee of 100 advertisement copy to news- 
paper offices in central London by taxi. As 
they prepared to pay the driver he recog- 
nised them as Committee of 100 people and’ 
refused to take any money from them, say- 
ing that he was glad of an opportunity ta 
help in their work. 


SUNDAY’S RALLY 


FPHE uudicnce will be invited to go into 
action at the close of this Sunday’s 
CND rally in Trafalgar Square. 

An appeal will be made for people to go 
campaigning in the West End, distributing 
leaflets and selling copies of Sanity in 
coffee bars, nubs, and outside cinenias, 
coming together at 8.15 p.m. in Horse 
Guards Avenue for a torchlight march fo 
the U.S, Embassy against all testing every-. 
where. 

Peace News sellers will be based on the 
steps of St. Martin in the Fields during 
the evening. Sellers are also wanted 
before the rally, Supplies wil) be avail- 
able from 2.30 p.m. at the Charing Cross 
side of Nelson’s Column. 


‘BERLIN: WAR OR 
COMMON SENSE’ 


Leaflet obtainable now from 


Committee for Negotiations over Berlia 
10 Parkfields, S.W.15 
3s, 100, 25s, 1,000 

Send 2d. in stamps for sample copy 


Kindly note permanent change of address 
as from 22 September, 1961 


CLARE ANNESLEY 
from 5 Endsleigh Place to 

134 WESTBOURNE GROVE 
LONDON, W.11 


neem! 


“| renounce war and ! will never 
support or sanction another” 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 

6 Endsleigh Street London, W.C,1 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
Service 3.30, Sunday, Sept. 10 

Peace News, § Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross 


Discourse: U Maung Maung Ji, M.A. 
"Men Seeking Gad" 


COMMITTEE OF, 100 


September demonstration briefing meeting previously advertised for 
Tuesday, September 12, will now take place on 


MONDAY SEPTEMBER I! 


at 7 p.m. 


Conway Hall 


Red LionSq Holborn 


Marshals, convenors, messengers are specially asked to attend this 


public briefing 


